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Career mobility between the emergency services and military 
in Ireland should be a planned, supported option for those who 
wish to continue serving in a different capacity, according to 
Stephen Moore, founder of ‘Out of the Blue Training  Services’ 
and organiser of the Emergency Services & Military Expo.

A unique new app is now helping paramedics to get a clearer 
picture of a patient’s medication history, quite literally, during 
emergency callouts. Donegal paramedic Declan Watters, who 
developed the ‘MediSnap’ app, has received very positive 
feedback since it went live. He outlines further plans in the 
pipeline, including his pursuit of regulatory approval, in 
conversation with ‘Emergency Services Ireland’.
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‘Emergency Services Ireland’ has joined forces as media 
partner with The Emergency Services & Military Expo 2026 
on 19 March at the RDS, Dublin, which will see the official 
launch of the Irish 
Blue Light Awards, to 
recognise individuals 
and teams across 
the frontline services 
who demonstrate 
extraordinary 
commitment in 
protecting and serving 
our communities.
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Over €2bn approved for 
the Sectoral Investment 
Plan for Justice will support 
increased prison capacity, 
the opening of new Garda 
stations, new courthouses 
and further investment in 
the National Cyber Security 
Centre. The five-year 
plan will also deliver key 
technology for the Gardaí, 
the Department of Justice 
and the wider justice sector.
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The Defence Forces Artillery School (DFAS) is maintaining 
and evolving the capability of drone technology, which 
continues to develop at an unprecedented speed, 
shaping both the intelligence and battle spaces. 
Lieutenant 
Cillian Moran, 
Official DFAS 
Instructor, 
discusses 
current 
and future 
capabilities 
and gives some 
updates on 
international 
learnings in 
this area.
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Ireland’s long-standing policy of neutrality is again under 
scrutiny in advance of the six-month rotating EU Presidency 
from 1 July. ‘Emergency 
Services Ireland’ has 
invited three of the 
country’s leading 
security and defence 
experts to provide their 
viewpoints on the level 
(or lack) of preparedness 
during this period of 
heightened geopolitical 
instability. 

IRELAND’S EU PRESIDENCY 27

DEFENCE FORCES FUNDING

ROAD SAFETY CONFERENCE

A new five-year National Development Plan, setting out the 
Government’s €1.7bn  capital investment in defence, was 
unveiled by Minister for Defence Helen McEntee TD during 
her first official visit to the Defence Forces Training Centre at 
the Curragh Camp last December.

Registration is now open for the 2026 National ‘Safer Roads’ 
Road Safety Conference & Exhibition in Killarney, Co. Kerry 
on 11-12 March, which will focus on improving road safety, 
reducing traffic-related incidents, and sharing knowledge 
about best practices for safer road use.
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Consultations are due to 
take place between the 
Department of Transport and 
the agencies on the rollout of a 
revised road traffic legislation, 
enabling blood bike volunteers 
to freely use the bus lanes. 
The move follows the approval 
granted, in principle, by the 
government in October 2025.

A major cross border project that aims to strengthen the level 
of emergency preparedness, mutual aid and interoperability, 
specialist development 
training and joint exercises 
between firefighters and 
emergency personnel from 
Northern Ireland and the 
Republic of Ireland over 
the next three years, has 
received funding of over 
€2m from the PEACEPLUS 
programme.
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Celebrating a ‘legacy of service’ and honouring selflessness 
of volunteers who have served the Civil Defence in Ireland 
over the last 75 years, commemorative medals were 
presented to hundreds of volunteers across three regional 
events in September and October 2025.

National Bravery Awards for 2025 were presented to Gardaí 
and members of the public across Ireland who heroically 
risked their own lives to aid others in peril. Recipients from 
Mayo, Galway, Kildare, Offaly, Roscommon, Dublin, Donegal, 
Waterford, Cork and Cavan were among those honoured at 
the ceremony in Leinster House in December.

The British Heart Foundation is supporting a life-saving 
charity campaign from the London Ambulance Service by 
donating 18 defibrillators for areas across the capital where 
they are needed the most. The ‘Heart Starters’ campaign 
was launched by the London Ambulance Charity with the 
aim of raising funds for hundreds of additional defibrillators.

Rising call volumes, increasingly complex incident scenarios, 
rapid technological change, and limited personnel 
resources are presenting emergency services worldwide 
with growing challenges. How frontline organisations can 
position themselves for the future will be demonstrated at 
INTERSCHUTZ on 1-6 June in Hanover, Germany.

The European Emergency Number Association (EENA) 
Conference & Exhibition for 2026 will take place in Riga, 
Latvia on 15–17 April, offering discussions, practical insights, 
and opportunities to connect with more than 700 public 
safety professionals from over 50 countries.

Doctors, nurses and pharmacists in Ireland will, over the 
coming years, be able to securely access and update 
patient health records from across the European Union, 
via a unified electronic health record standard, under 
new landmark EU health regulations, marking the biggest 
improvements in data accessibility in decades.

A major new study on Ireland’s health and social care 
services has revealed a growing staff retention crisis, 
resulting in systemic understaffing, poor communications 
and low staff morale, with 67% of health workers now 
‘actively’ considering leaving.
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