FRONTLINE POLICING

Garda Body Worn Camera Pilot

Waterford Welcomes Final Phase
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The third phase of the Body Worn Camera pilot programme for Gardai, recently
launched in Waterford by the Minister for Justice, Helen McEntee and the Garda
Commissioner Drew Harris, is the final stage to test the use of the cameras

before a national rollout next year.

ollowing the first trial in Dublin

in early June and the second

in Limerick in early August, the

Justice Minister McEntee said
that the impact of body worn cameras
(BWCs) on policing operations had
already been seen in both cities.

“Gardai equipped with the cameras
have been able to capture footage of
searches of dwellings which uncovered
drugs and assist in the de-escalation of
tensions during protests and incidents
of disruption,” she noted.

The small lightweight cameras will
be visibly worn by Gardal in the pilot
locations. BWCs will be provided by
three different manufacturers, with
a different model to be deployed in
each trial location. When complete,
the three-phased pilot will inform their
rollout in Garda Stations nationwide.

Minister McEntee added:
“Introducing Garda Body Worn
Cameras will ensure the safety of both
Garda members and of members
of the public. Attacks on our Gardai,
or attempts to intimidate them, are
completely unacceptable. We have
already provided €6m for Garda

wellbeing initiatives and additional
medical costs and Body Worn
Cameras will be key to ensuring
Gardaf are protected as they carry out
their duties.”

The Garda Siochana (Recording
Devices) Act 2023, which was signed
into law in December 2023, provides
for Body Worn Cameras, Garda CCTV,
automatic number plate recognition,
and Community CCTV.

Each BWC can record footage to its
own internal encrypted storage, which
will be uploaded when the Garda
docks the camera in a Garda station.
The camera footage is uploaded at the
end of a shift to be used as evidence at
court or is deleted after an agreed time
if it is not required as evidence.

All of the digital imagery collected
by BWCs will be managed by a Digital
Evidence Management System
(DEMS) -an ICT software solution
that will enable Gardai to collect,
store, manage and analyse digital
evidence from BWC footage. DEMS
will also provide a platform on which
to manage existing CCTV Video
Management Systems (VMS).

An important part of the rollout of
BWC has been the development by
the Garda Commissioner of a Code of
Practice for Gardal, to govern the use of
the cameras. The Code is authorised by
a Ministerial order, which was signed by
Minister McEntee on 15 May 2024.

The pilot phase has seen BWCs
rolled out in the following locations:

- DMR South Central, Pearse Street
Garda Station, Kevin Street Garda
Station

- DMR North Central, Store Street
Garda Station

« Limerick Garda Division, Henry
Street Garda Station

. Waterford Division, Waterford
Garda Station
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