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- NATIONWIDE NEWS

Under new legislation, Gardai are to get new body cameras,
which will be deployed on a pilot basis in mid-2024, before
national roll-out in 2025.

ﬂ GARDA POLICING PLANS

The Department of Justice has allocated €10 million in
funding to increase police visibility on the streets of the
capital. However, the measure has been viewed as a short-
term fix to what has become a much wider problem of
escalating crime levels.

26 IRISH COAST GUARD

The Department of Transport has signed a new ten-year
contract with Bristow Ireland Limited to provide helicopter
and fixed-wing aviation services for the Irish Coast Guard,
and the new aviation service is scheduled to become fully
operational by July 2025.

m IRISH PRISON SERVICE

The Irish Prison Service is to be established on a statutory
footing under new legislation, including the provision of
safe and secure custody, upholding human rights and
supporting prisoner rehabilitation. There are also plans to
deliver 400 extra prison spaces across four main prisons to
alleviate the overcrowding crisis.

Emergencv

Ser\uces Ireland

BRISTOW ON BOARD FOR NEW
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ISSUE 70
LIFESAVING EQUIPMENT

E LEGISLATION

Ireland’s community first responders continue to call
for cross-party support for the Life Saving Equipment
Bill, which would impose a maximum sentence of five
years imprisonment or a €50,000 fine or both for those
convicted of interfering with defibrillators or life buoys.

The unauthorised and dangerous use of drones in the
vicinity of airports has become a recent hazard to airline
safety, not just in Ireland, but in Europe and further
afield. There is empirical evidence that the problem is
underreported in certain parts of the world for fear of
inspiring copycat incidents.

m RETAINED FIRE SERVICE

Retained firefighters have finally resolved their industrial
dispute by accepting proposals from the Workplace
Relations Commission, in which an offer of improved terms
had been made to end the strike.

PARAMEDICINE RESEARCH

The Irish Paramedicine Education & Research Network hosted
a panel discussion on the diverse roles in Irish paramedicine,
to mark International Paramedics Day on 8 July.

47 PRE-HOSPITAL CARE
CONFERENCE

The Research Committee of the Pre-Hospital Emergency
Care Council (PHECC) will host its inaugural Pre-Hospital
Emergency Care Research in Ireland Conference on
Wednesday 15 November in Maynooth, Co. Kildare.
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RNLI ‘200 VOICES’

49 PODCAST
200

In the run-up to the RNLI’s bicentenary

in March 2024, stories from Ireland

and the UK are being shared as part of

the RNLI’s 200 Voices’ podcast 2024;
exploring stories from the lifesaving .
charity’s history up to the present day. Lifeboats

- SECURITY & DEFENCE

The war in Ukraine was a

pivotal factor behind Ireland’s

first Consultative Forum on
International Security Policy

this summer, according to some
political analysts. With the Irish

policy on military neutrality on the ~
forum’s agenda, where do we now
stand on supporting democratic
nations in need of protection?

E GARDA CONTROL CENTRE

The Garda Control Centre for the Dublin Metropolitan Region,

which has relocated to the new National Train Control Centre
at Heuston Station in Dublin, represents another step forward
in modernising the force and strengthening links with public

transport operators.

CHILDREN’S CANCER CENTRE

Cancer Fund for Children plans to construct a new therapeutic
centre in Cong, Co. Mayo for children diagnosed with cancer
and their families. With construction set to start early next
year, it will complement the current centre at Daisy Lodge in
Newcastle, Co. Down.

OMBUDSMAN FOR CHILDREN

Children are being left in emergency departments, schools
and respite centres by their parents in a desperate attempt
to access vital services, according to the Ombudsman for
Children’s Office.
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OVERSEAS SECURITY
75 MISSIONS

Former Head of Security for

the World Health Organisation
(WHO) in Ukraine, Commandant
(Ret’d) Daniel Sheeran, recently
appointed Regional Security
Adviser for WHO Europe and
Central Asia, outlines the reality
of working in a country at war
and under invasion.

87 CYBERSECURITY

Ireland is at war and the
battlefield is invisible, Paul C.
Dwyer, CEO of Team Cyber and
President of the International
Cyber Threat Task Force, told
delegates at ‘Cyber Expo 2023’
and he warned that the time
for action is now, and Ireland
needs to be ready to respond.

m MISSING PERSONS CASES

The Department of Justice has compiled the ‘Unidentified
Remains Database’ following an analysis of coroners’
records that now aim to provide some answers to the many
missing persons cases, which go unsolved for a long time.

E SCOTTISH FIRE SERVICE

The Scottish Fire and Rescue Service will no longer

attend all alarm signals generated from automatic fire
alarm systems, deciding instead to implement the ‘Call
Challenge’ approach to reduce the number of false alarms
responded to by Scottish fire crews.
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